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At a meeting of the WarDENS AND VESTRY OF St. PeTER’s Cuurcu, on Sunday 
afternoon, immediately after divine service, February 19, 1843, 

Vorep, That we have listened with deep emotion to the solemn and impressive 
Discourse, delivered by our respected Rector, on the sudden demise of Bishop Gris- 


WOLD, and that the Wardens be requested to solicit a copy of the same for the press. 


J. S. Harrison, Clerk. 


SaLemM, FEBRUARY 22, 1843. 
GENTLEMEN : 


Your Letter, communicating a vote of the WARDENS AND VEsTRY OF St. PETER’S 
Cuurcu, and requesting a copy of the Sermon delivered by me on Sunday afternoon 
last, for the press, was received yesterday. I thank you, and the members of the 
Vestry, for the kind terms applied to the Discourse, and am gratified that its spirit 
accorded with the solemn impressions made on every heart by the occasion. Prepared 
in great haste, and amidst many interruptions, it was intended only to give expression 
to the feelings which spontaneously arose on hearing of the death of our revered 
Bishop, and makes no pretension to be an adequate delineation of his character. I 
have therefore felt reluctant to expose it to the public eye ; but my respect for your 
wishes, and the fact that it records the peculiar relations of the deceased to our parish, 
induce me to waive personal feelings, and place it at your disposal; only adding the 
hope, that the renewed contemplation of so holy a character may help us to follow in 


the steps of his good example, and to prepare more faithfully to partake of his reward. 


I remain, 
Very affectionately and truly, 
Your friend and humble servant. 


CHARLES MASON. 


Messrs. Joun Howarp, 


Wardens of St Peter’s Church. 
SrerHen B. Ives, } 
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SERMON. 


JOBUIMEV o) LA 


‘aL THE DAYS OF MY APPOINTED TIME WILL I WAIT, TILL MY CHANGE COME 


THOU SHALT CALL, AND I WILL ANSWER THEE.”’ 


A rew days only have passed, my dear breth- 
ren, and how changed the circumstances and the 
emotions, with which we assemble in this house 
of God. Only a single Lord’s day since, and that 
venerated Father in God, whom we now mourn, 
stood in this place, and here fulfilled his appointed 
course, here gave his last counsels, here performed 
his last public acts, here raised his hands for his last 
blessing as the minister of God, the presiding min- 
ister in his church. Still the last accents of that 
voice, raised to invoke the favor of Heaven upon 
those who here sealed their sacred vows, linger 
in our ears. Still we seem to behold that face, 
beaming with meekness and holiness and love, as 
for the last time the young, the middle-aged, and 
the old knelt down to receive the “ laying on of 
hands,” with prayer that the Spirit might descend, 
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and confirm the solemn act. Still those words of 
doctrine, spoken with ‘‘meekness of wisdom,” 
which then fell upon our ears, are fresh in our 
memories, and there will they be treasured up, as 
the last and most precious legacy of our revered, 
our beloved Bishop. Affecting, impressive thought 
to us, that here his earthly ministrations were 
ended, his last words publicly spoken, his last 
blessing pronounced, the robes of his office put 
off forever; and that from this church he soon 
went to that reward declared in the words of holy 
writ: ‘ They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars forever and 
ever.”....¢ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” 

And while the event which fills our hearts 
with mourning, and will cause unfeigned sorrow 
throughout our whole church, is by the providence 
of God rendered peculiarly impressive to us, on 
account of the recent presence of the deceased 
among us, it was also deeply affecting in the im- 
mediate circumstances which attended it. He fell 
at the door of his successor in office, his tried 
friend and chosen associate. In a moment two 
members of the church, both of whom had been 
confirmed by him, were at his side. Supported 
by them and our present Bishop, he was conveyed 
to the study, and there in a few moments breathed 
his last. ‘There was no agitation of his frame ; no 
painful change passed over his features; but his 
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spirit went forth calmly, in one deeply drawn 
breath, to the God who gave it. 

It seemed, as was observed by our afflicted 
Bishop, as if he had come purposely to lay down 
his life and office at his feet, to fill the spot with 
the solemn impressions of the death of the nght- 
eous, and to bring before him in the most impres- 
sive manner, the whole weight of that responsi- 
bility which must now devolve upon himself alone. 

Sudden, peculiar as was his death, we could 
not wish it otherwise. It was a fit death for such 
aman. He died as he wished to die, with his 
armor on, in the active performance of duty. He 
died in the fulness of his strength, with faculties 
undiminished by a long life of laborious, eminent, 
and successful exertions in the cause of his Divine 
Master. He died at a period when he might survey 
with joy many churches,” trained by his assid- 
uous culture, bound to him by the strongest ties 
of reverence and love, united to each other in 
faith and affection, and united as with one heart, 
in him on whom his mantle has fallen, whom he 
had welcomed as his successor, and who possessed 
his cordial sympathy, and perfect confidence. He 
died, I say, in the performance of duty, having 
even laid out his work for the future, and having 
left prepared the last of a series of addresses, in 
which for several months past he has recorded his 
sentiments on subjects important to the welfare of 
the church. ‘Thus did death find him in the midst 


of duty, and yet waiting from day to day his ap- 
pointed time, till his change should come. When 
God called, he was ready to answer the summons. 
His house was in order. And though we cannot 
but deeply mourn that we “shall see his face no 
more,” we also cannot but praise God for all the 
circumstances which attended the solemn event. 

But, my brethren, though he has gone, he has 
left behind lessons of wisdom, which it is our 
privilege to study, and thus as it were to perpetu- 
ate his presence among us. ‘He being dead, 
yet speaketh ” to us who have so lately, and so 
often heard his voice within these consecrated 
walls. And what are the teachings of his death, 
of his character and life P 

You will not expect a eulogy of the dead. His 
life and labors, known of all men, need no com- 
mendation of man. All that I shall attempt, on 
an occasion so unexpected, will be to dwell upon 
the practical lessons of the event, and to take a 
rapid survey of some of the more marked traits of 
his character. 

I. No passage of the word of God, more en- 
tirely expresses the spirit of his life, especially in 
its closing years, than those words of the ancient 
patriarch already repeated in the text. Like the 
patriarch Job, he was called to many sorrows, 
and proved faithful under the pressure of heavy, 
repeated, and almost overwhelming calamities. 
Wave upon wave of affliction rolled over him, but 
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he bowed meekly to the stroke, and from every 
trial his character rose brighter, his example more 
perfect before his fellow-men. Affliction seemed 
to have entirely weaned him from the world, and 
he was habitually waiting for his release. And yet 
he evinced no impatience, his pursuit of duty was 
in no degree slackened, his zeal for the cause of 
Christ, always chastened and deep, was in no de- 
gree damped, his firmness and steadfast energy in 
no degree broken. Peculiarly applicable are the 
words of the ancient servant of God to him, and 
with the utmost truth might they have been adopt- 
ed by him as:the motto of his life.“ All the days 
of my appointed time will I wait, till my change 
come. ‘Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee.” 
1. He habitually expected death. Nothing was 
more remarkable in his intercourse, than the fre- 
quency and composure with which he alluded to 
that event, which has now at length occurred, and 
summoned him to his reward. At almost every 
occasion of meeting his brethren in convention, 
at almost every visitation of his churches, for many 
years, has he declared his impression that it would 
probably be the last ; and so familiar had _ this 
warning become, that, as with all the other solemn 
warnings which we frequently receive, we had 
begun to cherish the conviction that there was no 
especial ground for apprehension, and that our ven- 
erable Father would probably pass the line of four- 
score years. Such, at least, was the hope of all 
who witnessed his strong frame, his quick and 
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elastic step, his full possession of mental power, 
and his capacity for laborious and sustained exer- 
tion. But not such was his hope. So strong, at 
length, had his conviction become that his last hour 
was drawing nigh, that only a few months since he 
urged the necessity of preparing for his departure, 
with such earnestness, that his successor was 
immediately chosen, and lately entered upon the 
duties of his office. You will recollect how fre- 
quently he directed your minds to this event in 
years past, and when recently with us he conversed 
explicitly upon the subject, and stated the grounds 
of his belief that he would be taken suddenly away. 

Death, then, was perfectly familiar to his mind. 
It was his daily study. Not as death finds most 
men, did it find him. With St. Paul might he 
have said, “I die daily.” In this respect, then, 
that of constant expectation, did he wazt for the 
appointed time of his change. ‘The summons could 
have caused no surprise ; but, in the midst of duty, 
preparing for duty, was he found, and called hence, 
no more to be seen. And, my brethren, what a 
lesson do we learn from this ceaseless watchfulness 
of our departed friend. It calls upon us from his 
grave, ‘be ye also ready!” It bids us meditate 
much upon our own last change, and to wait for it, 
as an event always near. It reminds us that there 
also may be ‘“ only a step between us and death.” 
It teaches us to prepare for our ‘“‘long home,” by 
seeking “ to die the death of the righteous, that our 
last end may be like his.” 
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2. But, truly to wait for death, implies more 
than habitual expectation of its approach. It may 
be expected with alarm, and he who fears death 
can hardly be said to wait for it. He would rather 
flee from it, than tarry for its coming. Few men, 
therefore, wait for death; but mankind, in general, 
strive to escape from it, yea, from even the thought 
of its presence. Death is usually an unwelcome 
visitor, and in the minds of men is allied with pain 
and terror. When sickness and danger surround 
them, the earnest inquiry is how the fatal stroke 
may be averted, and protracted life be secured. 
But the devout and watchful Christian may wait 
for death, with desire that it may come quickly. 
And this will especially be the case with those, 
who have made great progress in the Christian 
course, have attained by a tried faith a bright and 
unclouded hope, and have been compelled to strug- 
gle with manifold and severe trials, or to bear a 
heavy burden of anxiety in their earthly pilgrimage. 
As the advanced Christian beholds with a clearer 
faith the gates of the celestial city, hope gains 
strength within his heart, and he anticipates with 
desire the period, when he shall be numbered for- 
ever with its blessed inhabitants. And the trials 
and anxieties of this life only render this desire 
more deep and ardent. ‘Thus felt « Paul the aged.” 
‘“¢ For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. — | 
am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to de- 
part and to be with Christ, which is far better.” 


12 


And that death was regarded by our lamented 
Bishop as a release, to which he earnestly looked 
forward, and for which he had long waited with 
desire, who can doubt who observed his life, list- _ 
ened to his conversation, and knew the trials which 
attended his course? ‘Though in view of the ob- 
jects of his dearest earthly affection, he must, like 
St. Paul, have been in “a strait betwixt two,” yet 
there is abundant reason to believe that he waited 
in hope for the time of his departure, and would 
have been willing at any moment to have exchanged 
this world, for that beyond the grave. And in this 
tendency of his heart and life, we are impressively 
admonished, fellow Christians, ‘‘ to set our affec- 
tions on things above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God.” O let us strive to cast off 
more entirely the bondage of earth, and to realize 
in our hearts more of the spirit of Heaven! Let it 
become more habitual with us to look upon Heaven 
as our home, and to live as “ strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth!” As the weary traveller longs for 
the end of his journey, as the stranger dwells with 
delight upon the thought of his native country, so 
should the Christian pilgrim regard that world 
where his richest treasures, his most valued hopes, 
and his dearest Friend, are all to be found. 

3. But, though our reverend Bishop thus wait- 
ed, daily expecting and hoping for his change, he 
also waited in patience. No presumption, no re- 
pining appeared in his life. Heseemed submissive 
to the will of his Master, ready to wait ‘all the days 


of his appointed time,’ till his change should come, 
and God should call him away. He was a man of 
patient submission to the will of Heaven. ‘There- 
fore, while he constantly expected and prepared for 
death, he did not suffer it to unfit him for the duties 
of life. He was cheerful and active in his habits 
unto the last. He did not separate from the 
world, or look coldly upon its innocent pursuits or 
pleasures, because he lived without dependence 
upon them. He mingled among men in the un- 
failing exercise of the duties of his office, and 
though great sobriety and even reserve marked his 
character, yet his presence was always sought, and 
always encouraged a cheerful, though circumspect 
and edifying tone of intercourse. You could al- 
Ways trace upon his countenance evidence that his 
heart had been sorely tried, and yet there was often 
blended with its subdued expression, a sweet and 
benignant smile, that cast its radiance over his 
every feature, and taught the power of resignation 
to lighten the heaviest afflictions of this world. 
Thus cheerfully, patiently, and in the pursuit of 
duty, he waited. Expecting death daily, he pre- 
pared faithfully for life. Looking with hope for 
his release, he labored without cessation unto the 
end. ‘In journeyings often, — in weariness and 
painfulness,” he continued while far advanced in 
years, and apprehensive of sudden death, to take 
‘¢ the care of all the churches.” Severely afflicted, 
he did not repine. Under a heavy load of trial, he 
fainted not. Subjected to peculiar anxieties, he 
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did not despond, but seeing in them¢he hand of 
Him, who for wise purposes afflicts the children of 
men, he waited his appointed time. He could 
adopt the words of St. Paul, ‘troubled on every 
side, yet not distressed ; perplexed, but not in des- 
pair; — cast down, but not destroyed; always 
bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body.” 

But he is:now released, his toil is ended, his 
course finished, and his glorious reward begun. 
We mourn for our loss, we rejoice in his great gain. 

II. Such being some of the impressions caused 
by his death, so unexpected to us, but so familiar 
in thought to him, let us occupy the time that 
remains, in recalling to remembrance some of the 
most marked and exalted traits of his character and 
life. ‘To present that character adequately, will 
require far higher powers and greater opportunities, 
than belong to the humble speaker. I shall only 
attempt to recall to your view what you must all 
have deeply felt and admired. And if there was 
ever a man, whose countenance and demeanor were 
a true index of the mind and heart, such was the 
case with our departed friend. No man ever be- 
held him, especially when directly engaged in the 
holy functions of his office, without reading his 
character aright. It was transparent. There was 
an unusual, and most beautiful harmony between 
his outward appearance and his mind. 1. There- 
fore, when I say that one of the most marked 
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features of his character was meekness, I know that 
you will anticipate my thought. He was meek 
and lowly to a degree seldom witnessed among 
men. No one could fail to receive this impression, 
who looked for a moment upon him, observed his 
conduct, or heard his words. ‘The Apostle James 
gives in a single expression the thought which we 
would convey. <‘‘ Who is a wise man, and endued 
with knowledge among you? Let him show out 
of a good conversation, his works with meekness cf 
wisdom.” Meek wisdom pervaded his every look, 
and word, and act. It was this which gave to his 
example such a high and extended influence in the 
community. ‘Those who differed widely from him 
in their religious belief, still felt, and were always 
ready to acknowledge, that he was a wise and holy 
man, in an eminent sense of the words. ‘Those 
who were most strongly prepossessed against his 
office, retained no prejudice against the man who 
filled it. ‘Phe meekness with which he walked 
among men, has without doubt been a great instru- 
ment of wearing away those prejudices, which once 
raised such a seemingly impregnable barrier against 
a just appreciation of our church in this region ; 
and to the great prominence of this excellence in 
his character, it has been justly observed, may be 
attributed those defects, if such they should be 
termed, which were also so apparent. It led 
probably in a great degree to that uncommon re- 
serve, and that constrained habit of expression, for 
which he was peculiar, and which sometimes occa- 
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sioned regret, that one whose mind was so richly 
stored with materials, by observation, study and 
reflection, should not have been more free in the 
use of them in social intercourse. When, however, 
we recollect the words of the Apostle, that “if any 
man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, 
and able also to bridle the whole body,” we may 
presume that this habit, though in part natural, was 
also cultivated as a means of holiness, and that it 
saved him from many sins. If carried to excess, it 
was certainly a fault which “leaned on virtue’s 
side,” and which was not likely to betray others 
into danger through imitation. | 

2. Another grace which adorned his character, 
was self-denying devotion to duty. He wasa man 
who habitually sacrificed himself, his interests, his 
feelings, his enjoyments, for the good of others. His 
official life was one continued course of self-denial 
for the church in which he served. In season, out 
of season, in sickness, and in health, in periods of 
heart-rending calamity, as in more favored hours, 
did he pursue his untiring labors. When most men 
would have deemed themselves excused from all 
exertion, more fit for the chamber of sickness than 
the post of labor, he might be seen engaging in 
it with patient resolution, and would not be arrested 
if it were possible to pursue his course. 

When most men would have been rendered in- 
capable of effort by extraordinary personal trials, 
which came upon him with accumulating force 
even to the end, he hardly allowed them to check 
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his steps a day, but from the couch of dying chil- 
dren and dear relatives, and even from their graves, 
hastened to fulfil his self-appointed task, and seldom 
was known for any such cause, or any other, to fail 
in meeting every prescribed engagement. His self- 
denial appeared too, in his habit of abstaining from 
allusion to his own privations, and his broad, open 
liberality in relieving those of others. His house 
was often the home of his more destitute brethren, 
and hospitality with him was a virtue which many 
will gratefully remember. Charity in its broadest 
sense, charity for the defects, the errors, and the 
wants of his fellow-men, added lustre to his meek 
and self-denying life. 

3. And, not to proceed to a more minute deline- 
ation of the character of our beloved Bishop, it must 
be added, that he was greatly distinguished by a 
devout and holy spirit. Devotion sat upon his lips, 
and breathed in his words. You always felt in his 
presence that you beheld a holy man, and a pecu- 
liar sacredness seemed almost to pervade the place 
where he was. No one could have doubted that 
he “walked with God,” that he acted under the 
impression of the Divine presence, and the guidance 
of the Divine spirit. An involuntary reverence was 
awakened by his appearance and actions. He 
seemed to be moving in a loftier moral sphere than 
that of other men, and while engaged in the usual 
duties of this world, to ‘have his conversation in 
Heaven.” And yet there was a perfect simplicity 


in the expression of his devout and holy emotions. 
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There was nothing like a sanctimonious tone or 
manner, nothing austere, no apparent consciousness 
of peculiar holiness, but all was natural and child- 
like. ‘Though men reverenced him, they did not 
feel repulsed, nor could they shield themselves from 
the convincing effect of such pre-eminent holiness, 
by imputing to him any pretensions, as if he would 
have said, ‘stand aside, I am a holier man than 
thou.” His meekness disarmed those prejudices 
which the profession of piety sometimes excites, and 
if those who neglect a religious profession, often 
excuse themselves by pointing to the example of 
those whose religion seems to consist in profession 
only, this could never have been the case in regard 
to him. All acknowledged that in him they saw a 
consistent, elevated and impressive example of the 
Christian life ; and it always had a great and wide- 
spread influence in favor of truth and godliness, 
and especially upon the character and progress of 
our beloved Church. In that Church he served 
nearly half a century, and about a third of a cen- 
tury as one of her Bishops. ‘Those who knew him 
at an early period of his ministry, give the same 
account of his character in all essential respects, as 
those who observed it in later years. Age added 
undoubtedly to that patriarchal dignity and mild- 
ness of manner which were so affecting and impos- 
ing. Many among us, however, recollect him from 
our childhood, as bearing the same aspect, that of 
the apostolic man of God, and his look and charac- 
ter will together be embalmed in our memories, as 
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among those choice recollections which few are 
privileged to enjoy. 

My Brethren, he has gone to his reward. He 
had “fought a good fight,” he had “ finished his 
course,” he had “ kept the faith,” and ‘ henceforth 
there is laid up for him a crown of righteousness.” 
T’o us his parting words were spoken. May they 
sink deep in our hearts! ‘Choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve. — But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” As Joshua, when he had 
led the people of God into the promised land, had 
subdued their enemies, and had seen them in the 
enjoyment of peace, under the blessing of the Al- 
mighty, called upon them to renew their covenant 
vows, and having heard the people declare “the 
Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will we 
obey,” then ‘it came to pass, that Joshua, the 
servant of the Lord died,” so was it with our ven- 
erated guide, and endeared Pastor. With those 
words of the ancient leader of Israel, he called 
upon you to take the Lord for your God, he de- 
clared to you once more the great truths of the 
gospel of salvation, he heard the vows of some of 
your number, and then it came to pass that this 
servant of the Lord died. And in view of such an 
end may we not exclaim with the Christian poet, 


Servant of God, well done ! 
Rest from thy loved employ ; 
The battle fought, the victory won, 
Enter thy Master’s joy. 
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The voice at evening came, 
He started up to hear ; 

A mortal arrow pierced his frame, 
He fell, —but felt no fear. 


The pains of death are past, 
Labor and sorrow cease ; 

And, life’s long warfare closed at last, 
His soul is found in peace. 


Soldier of Christ, well done ! 
Praise be thy new employ ; 

And while eternal ages run, 
Rest in thy Saviour’s joy. 
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NOTES. 


Nore 1. 


The visit of Bishop Griswold to St. Peter’s Church on the Sun- 
day before his death, made the intelligence of this event peculiarly 
startling to its members. He appeared as strong as usual, preached 
twice, administered confirmation to twenty-two persons, and at the 
close of the day evinced no especial fatigue. His sermon in the 
morning was from Romans, ili. 23 — 26. ‘‘ For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness : that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus ;’’ — and was intended to point out and enforce 
the most important doctrines of the Gospel, those most closely con- 
nected with the salvation of man. ‘The afternoon Sermon was upon 
Josh. 15, xxiv: ‘‘ Choose you this day whom you will serve, but 
as for me and my house we will serve the Lord. ”’ 


Nore 2. 


Bishop Griswold died Feb. 15th, 1843, in the seventy-seventh 
year of his age, and in the thirty-first of his Episcopate, having been 
consecrated in New York, May 29th, 1811. He was born in 
Connecticut, and ‘‘in the earlier years of his ministry, had been 
settled in Harwington, and Northfield’? of that State. In 1803, he 
became Rector of St. Michael’s Church, in Bristol, Rhode Island, in 
which station he continued till 1829. In this year he accepted an 
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